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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 

 

Board Meeting 

 

November 3, 2016 

 

8:30 a.m. 

 

Wyoming City Offices 

28
th

 Street 

Wyoming, MI 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

Al Vanderberg called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.   

 

Members Present: 

Alex Arends   Alpine Township 

Rob Beahan   Cascade Township 

Ken Bergwerff   Jamestown Township 

Bruce Brown    City of Belding 

Dan Carlton   Georgetown Township 

Charlie DeVries   At-Large Member 

Mike DeVries   Grand Rapids Township 

Deb Diepenhorst   Cannon Township 

Brian Donovan   City of East Grand Rapids 

George Haga   Ada Township 

Jerry Hale    Lowell Township 

Don Hilton, Sr.   Gaines Township 

John Hoppough   City of Greenville 

Jim Holtvluwer   Ottawa County 

Mark Huizenga   City of Walker 

Steve Kepley   City of Kentwood 

Steve Maas   City of Grandville 

Karen McCarthy   At-Large 

Matt McConnon   Courtland Township 

Tim McLean   City of Wayland 

Brenda McNabb-Stange  City of Hastings 

Cy Moore    Treasurer 

Tom Noreen   Nelson Township 

Steven Patrick   City of Coopersville 

Jack Poll    City of Wyoming 

Julius Suchy   Village of Sparta 

Roger Towsley   Village of Sand Lake 
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Al Vanderberg   Ottawa County 

Cameron VanWyngarden  Plainfield Township 

Bill VerHulst   City of Wyoming 

Duane Weeks   Village of Middleville 

Lynee Wells   City of Grand Rapids 

Mike Womack   City of Cedar Springs 

 

Members Absent: 

Jerry Alkema   Allendale Township 

Rick Baker   At-Large 

Micki Benz   At-Large Member 

Rosalynn Bliss   City of Grand Rapids 

Jim Buck    Secretary 

Nancy Clary   Algoma Township 

Daryl Delabbio   Kent County 

Jason Eppler   City of Ionia 

Brian Harrison   Caledonia Township  

Carol Hennessey   Kent County 

Diane Jones   Kent County 

Audrey Nevins-Weiss  Byron Township 

Toby VanEss   Tallmadge Township 

Patrick Waterman   City of Hudsonville 
 

 

Others Present: 

Tom Butcher   Grand Valley State University 

Anne Armstrong   Office of Gov. Snyder 

Abed Itani    Grand Valley Metro Council 

Chris Brown   Grand Valley Metro Council 

Chief James Carmody  City of Wyoming 

Rob DeWard   Gaines Township 

Raphael Diaz   Diaz Consulting  

Shay Gallagher   Algoma Township 

Chief Mark Herald  City of East Grand Rapids 

Abed Itani    Grand Valley Metro Council 

Chief Greg Long   City of Walker  

Gayle McCrath   Grand Valley Metro Council 

Jason Moore   Grand Valley Metro Council 

Wendy Ogilvie   Grand Valley Metro Council 

Mark Rambo   City of Kentwood 

Jack Schinderle   MI DEQ 

Jeff Sluggett   Bloom, Sluggett, Morgan 

Brian Urquhart   Village of Middleville 

Peter Varga   The Rapid 

John Weiss   Grand Valley Metro Council 
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2. Oath of Office 

 

Wyoming City Clerk Kelli Vandenberg administered the Oath of Office to Lynee Wells of the 

City of Grand Rapids. 

 

 

3. Minutes 

 

MOTION – To Approve the October 2016 GVMC Board Minutes with Amendments.  

MOVE - Poll.  SUPPORT – Arends.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 

 

4. Public Comment 

 

None 
 

 

 

5. DAS Tower Update 

 

Mark Rambo of the City of Kentwood and Jeff Sluggett of Bloom, Sluggett, Morgan updated 

the group on the DAS Consortium. 

 

A group of 19 GVMC member communities came together about one year ago to share legal 

costs and create as uniform a policy as possible to address the requests that were coming in 

from DAS providers. 

 

Earlier this year a legal packet including model ordinances, licenses permit application and fee 

structure was created.  The group has since worked to update the documents and meet with 

providers for their input.  As the DAS issue continues to develop in the future, it is expected this 

group will periodically meet and update the documents as needed, with the cost of additional 

work divided amongst members. 

 

The original 19 members split the costs equally paying approximately $750 each.  There has 

been a lot of interest by other communities within and outside of GVMC.  It has been 

recommended that other GVMC communities be allowed to join the consortium for the same 

$750 fee as the original members.  Members from outside GVMC would pay double the GVMC 

cost for membership ($1,500).  Funds would be kept separate from other GVMC accounts.  

There would be an updated written agreement from all participants that spells out the initial and 

ongoing costs, as well as GVMC administrative fees.  Ongoing costs will be split among 

consortium members. 

 

MOTION – To Allow Additional GVMC Members to Join the DAS Consortium for $750 

each, and Non-GVMC Entities to Join for Double the GVMC Costs.  MOVE – HILTON.  

SUPPORT – McNabb-Stange.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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6. Presentation by Jack Schinderle of MDEQ 

 

Anne Armstrong of Gov. Snyder’s office introduced Jack Schinderle of Michigan DEQ as an 

additional resource for environmental issues. 

 

Jack Schinderle updated the group on ongoing DEQ issues including recycling and food waste.  

Mr. Schinderle offered his assistance in all DEQ related concerns. 

 

 

 

7. Crisis Intervention Training Update and Contract with Diaz Consulting 

 

Chief Mark Herald (East Grand Rapids), Chief James Carmody (City of Wyoming), Chief Greg 

Long (City of Walker), and Raphael Diaz updated the group on Crisis Intervention Training.  

The group has been making good progress and has a great partnership with Network 180.   

 

Per the requested contract, GVMC will act as fiduciary between the Kent County Chiefs of 

Police Association and Diaz Consulting for training. 

 

MOTION – To Approve the Contract Between GVMC (On Behalf of the Kent County 

Police Chief’s Association) and Diaz Consulting.  MOVE – Hoppough.  SUPPORT – 

DeVries.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 

8. Other 

a. Resolution of Support for GVMC Lead in Regional Prosperity Grant. 

 

MOTION – To Approve the Resolution in Support of GVMC’s Lead in the Regional 

Prosperity Grant.  MOVE _ 

 

 

 

9. The December GVMC Board Meeting will be held at the City of Wyoming. 

 

 

 

10. Adjourn 9:45 a.m. 

 

MOTION – To Adjourn.  MOVE – Hoppough.  SUPPORT – Carlson.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

 


