GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL

Board Meeting
March 7, 2019
8:30 a.m.

Kent County Commission Chambers
300 Monroe NW
MINUTES

1. Call to Order

Mike DeVries called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.    
Members Present:
Nora Balgoyen


At-Large Member

Rick Baker


At-Large
Rob Beahan


Cascade Township
Mike Burns


City of Lowell
Gary Carey


City of Walker

Deb Diepenhorst


Cannon Township
Rob DeWard


Gaines Township

Mike DeVries


Grand Rapids Township

Brian Donovan


City of East Grand Rapids

Joshua Eggleston


City of Wayland

Adam Elenbaas


Allendale Township
Rachel Gokey


Village of Sand Lake

Kevin Green


Algoma Township

George Haga


Ada Township
Jim Holtvluwer


Ottawa County

Tom Hooker


Byron Township

John Hoppough


City of Greenville

Steve Kepley


City of Kentwood
Greg Madura


Alpine Township
Karen McCarthy


At-Large
Brenda McNabb-Stange

City of Hastings
John Niemela


City of Belding
Megan Sall


City of Wyoming
Jonathan Seyferth


City of Coopersville
Al Vanderberg


Ottawa County
Cameron VanWyngarden

Plainfield Township
Mike Verhulst


City of Grand Rapids
Mark Washington


City of Grand Rapids
Patrick Waterman


City of Hudsonville
Lynee Wells


City of Grand Rapids

Mike Womack


City of Cedar Springs

Members Absent:

Thad Beard


City of Rockford

Ken Bergwerff


Jamestown Township
Mandy Bolter


Kent County
Wayman Britt


Kent County

Robyn Britton


Nelson Township

Tom Butcher


GVSU

Dan Carlton


Georgetown Township
Jason Eppler


City of Ionia

Jerry Hale



Lowell Township

Brian Harrison


Caledonia Township
Diane Jones


Kent County
Mike Krygier


Courtland Township

Steve Maas


City of Grandville
Jack Poll



City of Wyoming
Julius Suchy


Village of Sparta
Duane Weeks


Village of Middleville
Others Present:
John Weiss


Grand Valley Metro Council
Gayle McCrath


Grand Valley Metro Council
Abed Itani



Grand Valley Metro Council

Wendy Ogilvie


Grand Valley Metro Council
Jason Moore


Grand Valley Metro Council
Mark Rambo


City of Kentwood

Chris Brown


GVMC

Tim Dye



Truscott Rossman

Steve Heacock


Grand Rapids Whitewater
Tim Kelly



Downtown Grand Rapids

Peter Haeffner


Vredeveld Haeffner Auditors

Tim Burkman


MACC
2. Public Comment
None

3. Approval of Minutes

The Board meeting packet contained two sets of Minutes, one for the official meeting in December and one for the unofficial meeting in February (no quorum).  

Lynee Wells asked that her comments during the roundtable portion of the February meeting be added to the minutes, see below:
Lynee Wells stated she felt it was important to make sure there was diversity on the Executive Committee including women.  She also stated she understood the value of At-Large appointments who have a historical perspective, however there would be value in having the disabled community represented on the GVMC Board as well.  
It was noted that this At-Large position was open for a long time and no other candidates have submitted their interest even though Board members have been asked several times to forward candidate suggestions.

John Hoppough also indicated the February minutes showed he was present, however he was absent.

MOTION – To Approve the December Official and February Unofficial (no quorum) Minutes with the Above Indicated Corrections.  MOVE – Beahan.  SUPPORT – Seyferth.  MOTION CARRIED.

4. Oath of Office – Gary Carey – City of Walker
The Oath of Office was administered to Gary Carey of the City of Walker.  Gary stated he was happy to be a member of the Council and looked forward to working with everyone.
5. Grand Rapids Whitewater Presentation
Steve Heacock, President and CEO of Whitewater Grand Rapids, and Tim Kelley of Downtown Grand Rapids updated the Board on the progress of the Restore the Rapids project. 
The presentation can be viewed on the Latest Developments area of the GVMC website at www.gvmc.org
6. Election of GVMC Executive Committee and Resolution on Check Signing

The GVMC Executive Committee recommended the following Executive Committee Members for 2019:

Mike DeVries – Chair, Grand Rapids Township

Jack Poll – Vice Chair, City of Wyoming

Patrick Waterman – Treasurer, City of Hudsonville

Brian Donovan – Secretary, At-Large

Rob Beahan – Cascade Township

Wayman Britt – Kent County

George Haga – Ada Township

Steve Kepley – City of Kentwood

Al Vanderberg – Ottawa County

Mark Washington – City of Grand Rapids

John Weiss – GVMC Executive Director

Resolution on Check Signing Authority:
John Weiss, GVMC Executive Director

Mike DeVries – Chair

Jack Poll – Vice Chair

Patrick Waterman – Treasurer

Brian Donovan – Secretary

MOTION – To Approve the Above Stated Slate of GVMC Executive Committee Members and Approve the Check Signing Authorization Resolution.  MOVE – Kepley.  SUPPORT – Madura.  MOTION CARRIED.

7. GVMC Annual Report 2018

John Weiss, Abed Itani (Transportation Planning), Wendy Ogilvie (Environmental Programs), and Jason Moore (REGIS) gave the GVMC 2018 Annual Report.  

It was a very successful year with financial stability and no dues increase

Peter Haeffner of Vredeveld Haeffner presented on the Audit. Peter reported the single audit has an unmodified, clean opinion.  The financial statements fairly and accurately represent each fund.  There were no non-compliance issues, deficiencies or material weaknesses.  GVMC is qualified as a low risk auditee.  There were no difficulties preforming the audit and no material adjustments.  The financial position from last year.
Abed Itani presented on the 2018 Transportation activities.  Abed also announced he would be retiring March 2020 and has been blessed and privileged to work for the Council for almost 30 years.  Abed introduced his staff and explained how his staff size has reduced over the past few years, while mandates for Transportation have been increasing from the Feds.  Additionally, Abed explained how he has been training each staff member for the past couple of years in multiple areas of the department as well as on overall Director level planning and processes so that they will be able to take over the department seamlessly when he retires.  

Chair Mike DeVries indicated GVMC has been honored and privileged to have him part of the organization.

Wendy Ogilvie reported on Environmental Programs, which have undergone great expansion within the last few years.  In 2018, over 3,000 students in 14 school districts have were involved in environmental activities.

· MS4 Permit Application Progress
· 21 Applications submitted
· LGROW Design Spreadsheet
· SAW Grant
· TMDL Implementation Plan and Watershed Modeling
· Data Repository
· Resiliency Plan
· Adopt a Drain
· Training Videos
· NPDES Stormwater
· MS4 Permit Application Progress
· 21 Applications submitted
· LGROW Design Spreadsheet
· SAW Grant
· TMDL Implementation Plan and Watershed Modeling
· Data Repository
· Resiliency Plan
· Adopt a Drain
· Training Videos
· Illicit Discharge Elimination Plan
· Outfalls screened in  16 MS4 communities
· GIS updated
· Mapped school districts
Jason Moore updated the Council on REGIS accomplishments.
· GVMC becomes 2nd largest REGIS Customer
· Over 180 layers of data, more than any other entity in the state
· Financial Stability: REGIS Members Receive $150,000 Rebate In 2018
· Updated Capital Improvement Plan and
completed a Software Master Plan for the first time ever
· Sustained system stability with no unplanned down time in 2018;
**This marks 3 years with no unplanned down time
· Completed Citrix Software Upgrade on time and under budget
· Continued Regional Collaboration Efforts in GIS
· Joint SOM,  GVMC & SEMCOG Pilot Update at IMAGIN; Statewide GIS Conference
· West Michigan GIS Users Group
· Leadership in IMAGIN for a 2nd Straight year
· I.T./GIS Leadership in Statewide Infrastructure Planning
· Presentation at Rockford Public Schools


MOTION – To Accept the 2018 Financial Audit Results.  MOVE – Washington.  SUPPORT – Donovan.  MOTION CARRIED.  
8. Appointment of Brian Donovan as At-Large Representative

MOTION – To Appoint Brian Donovan to the Open At-Large Position.  MOVE – Vanderberg.  SUPPORT – McNabb-Stange.  MOTION CARRIED.

9. Cancellation of April GVMC Board Meeting

MOTION – To Cancel the April 2019 GVMC Board Meeting.  MOVE – Waterman.  SUPPORT – Donovan.  MOTION CARRIED.

10. Adjourn 10:00 a.m. 

MOTION – To Adjourn.  MOVE – Hoppough.  SUPPORT – Washington.  MOTION CARRIED.
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