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GVMC BOARD MEETING 
Agenda 

 
August 2, 2018 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Kent County Commission Chambers 
300 Monroe NW 

 Grand Rapids, MI 
 
 
 

1. Quorum Call 
 
 

2. Public Comment 
 
 

3. Approval of Minutes – Attachment 
 
 

4. Oath of Office – Jonathan Seyferth – City of Coopersville 
 
 

5. Amendment of 2018 Unified Planning Work Program - Attachment 
 
 

6. GVMC 2018/19 Budget – First Review - Attachment 
 
 

7. Recap of Asset Management Pilot Results Luncheon at Fifth-Third Ballpark 
 
 

8. Legislative Dinner October 25 Boulder Creek  
 
 

9. Other 
 
 

10. Adjourn 
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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 
 

Board Meeting 
 

June 7, 2018 
 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Kent County Commission Chambers 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order 
Mike DeVries called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.   
 
Members Present: 
Rob Beahan   Cascade Township 
Ken Bergwerff   Jamestown Township 
Wayman Britt   Kent County 
Mike Burns   City of Lowell 
Mike DeVries   Grand Rapids Township 
David Dewey   Village of Sand Lake 
Deb Diepenhorst   Cannon Township 
Brian Donovan   City of East Grand Rapids 
Joshua Eggleston   City of Wayland 
Adam Elenbaas   Allendale Township 
George Haga   Ada Township 
Carol Hennessey   Kent County 
Jim Holtvluer   Ottawa County 
Mark Huizenga   City of Walker 
Steve Kepley   City of Kentwood 
Mike Krygier   Courtland Township 
Greg Madura   Alpine Township 
Karen McCarthy   At-Large 
Brenda McNabb-Stange  City of Hastings 
John Niemela   City of Belding 
Steven Patrick   City of Coopersville 
Jack Poll    City of Wyoming 
Megan Sall   City of Wyoming 
Julius Suchy   Village of Sparta 
Al Vanderberg   Ottawa County 
Cameron VanWyngarden  Plainfield Township 
Patrick Waterman   City of Hudsonville 
Lynee Wells   City of Grand Rapids 
Duane Weeks   Village of Middleville 
Mike Womack   City of Cedar Springs 
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Members Absent: 
Rick Baker   At-Large 
Thad Beard   City of Rockford 
Rosalynn Bliss   City of Grand Rapids 
Robyn Britton   Nelson Township 
Tom Butcher   GVSU 
Dan Carlton   Georgetown Township 
Rob DeWard   Gaines Township 
Jason Eppler   City of Ionia 
Kevin Green   Algoma Township 
Jerry Hale    Lowell Township 
Brian Harrison   Caledonia Township 
Tom Hooker   Byron Township 
John Hoppough   City of Greenville 
Diane Jones   Kent County 
Steve Maas   City of Grandville 
Mike Verhulst   City of Grand Rapids 
Open    Tallmadge Township 
Open    At-Large Member 
Open    At-Large Member 
 
 
 
Others Present: 
John Weiss   Grand Valley Metro Council 
Gayle McCrath   Grand Valley Metro Council 
Abed Itani    Grand Valley Metro Council 
Wendy Ogilvie   Grand Valley Metro Council 
Jason Moore   Grand Valley Metro Council 
Laurel Joseph   Grand Valley Metro Council 
Andrea Faber   Grand Valley Metro Council 
Mark Rambo   City of Kentwood 
Chris Brown   GVMC 
Laura Collins   Consumers Energy 
Steve Stubleski   Consumers Energy 
Josnelly Aponte   Consumers Energy  
Megan Cogswell-Roets  Consumers Energy 
 

  
 
 

2. Minutes 
 
MOTION – To Approve the May 2018 GVMC Board Minutes.  MOVE – Beahan.  
SUPPORT – McNabb-Stange.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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3. Public Comment 

 
None 

 
 
 

4. Oath of Office 
 

The Oath of Office was administered to Megan Sall of the City of Wyoming and Josh Eggleston 
of the City of Wayland. 
 
Megan commented that she was glad to be back with the City of Wyoming again and looked 
forward to continuing her work with the City and Metro Council. 
 
Josh stated that he is originally from the area and the position with Wayland offered him and his 
family the opportunity to come back home.  Josh also added he looks forward to working with 
the Metro Council and all its members. 
 
 
 

5. Transportation Budget 
 
8:40 – Motion to Open Public Hearing.  MOVE – Poll.  SUPPORT – McNabb-Stange.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 

       There were no public comments. 
       
      8:41 – Motion to Close Public Hearing.  MOVE – Vanderberg.  SUPPORT – Poll.   
      MOTION CARRIED. 

   
Executive Director John Weiss reported approval of the Transportation budget is the first step in 
authorization of the overall GVMC budget.  The Transportation budget is mandated to be 
passed by the MPO and forwarded to MDOT in June.  It will come back again in August when 
GVMC Board Members get their first review of the full proposed 2018/19 budget, which will 
be voted on for final authorization in September. 
 
Director of Transportation Planning Abed Itani explained the budget and its process.  He and his 
staff met with MDOT and Federal Highway to determine the mandates for the next year’s 
activities & budget.  The memo in the agenda packet gives full details on activities as well as 
funding sources and will be available for viewing on the GVMC website.  The same dues 
structure will be used as in the past.  ITP activities are also included in the budget such as 
rideshare and special planning services.  The GVMC Transportation Policy Committee has 
already unanimously approved the budget. 
 
MOTION – To Approve the Proposed GVMC 2018/19 Transportation Budget.  MOVE – 
Kepley.  SUPPORT – McNabb-Stange. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

GVMC Board Meeting Minutes 3 



   
 

6. GVMC At-Large Vacancies 
 

There are currently two At-Large position vacancies.  If you know of anyone interested in 
serving, please contact John Weiss or Mike DeVries. 
 
 

 
7. Consumers Energy Rate Request Presentation 

 
John Weiss reported that as part of GVMC’s commitment to keeping its members informed of 
emerging issues he has asked Consumers Energy to address the Board regarding the recent 
request for rate increase. 
 
Karen McCarthy of Consumers Energy presented on the rate increase request which is going 
before the Michigan Public Service Commission.  Joining Karen were Laura Collins, Steve 
Stubleski, Josnelly Aponte, and Megan Cogswell-Roets. 
 
The rate increase will follow a 10 month procedure as it moves through the Michigan Public 
Service Commission. Rate increases requested included Metered Lighting 15.8%, Unmetered 
Lighting 9.9% and Experimental LED Lighting of 61.8%. 
 
Rate making elements in the process include revenue requirement, a cost study to determine the 
cost responsibility of each class, and rate design. 
 
Many GVMC members voiced questions and frustrations over the cost of replacement of LED 
lights, the increase of 61.8%, and the expected ROI. 
 
Steve Stubleski explained that 61.8% is not the ultimate expected rate for LED, which would be 
closer to 7%.  Consumers Energy will work to change that number in the rate request. 
 
Megan Cogswell-Roets stated she would be happy to meet with communities on an individual 
basis and do an analysis to determine what their expected outcome will be.  She can be reached 
at 517.243.9295. 
 
Questions were also asked regarding examples of what Consumers Energy is doing to cut 
expenses to help defray costs.  It was reported the representatives did not have specific 
examples with them at this time, however the organization does prioritize its investments to 
accomplish those first which will cut costs.  Additionally, the entire organization has undergone 
the LEAN process. 
 
The final decision should be made by March 2019.   
 

 
8. July GVMC Board Meeting – Cancelled 
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The July Board Meeting is cancelled due to its proximity to the Independence Day Holiday and 
difficulty getting a quorum present. 
 
A luncheon will be held at the Stadium Club of Fifth Third Ballpark to present the Asset 
Management project results.  If there is a need for a Board Meeting in July, it will take place 
during the luncheon.  WMSRDC Board members, representatives from SEMCOG and the 
Governor’s office will be joining us. 

 
  
 
 

9. Adjourn 9:45 a.m.  
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
TO:  GVMC Board 
 
FROM: Andrea Faber, Transportation Planner 
 
DATE: Wednesday, June 13, 2018 
 
RE:  FY2018 UPWP amendment 
 
 
The FY2018 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) for the Grand Valley Metropolitan 
Council (GVMC) includes the budget for all federally assisted transportation planning 
activities that the GVMC Transportation Division, the Interurban Transit Partnership (ITP) 
and the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), will undertake.   
 
The FY2018 UPWP was approved in June of 2017 and submitted to the sponsoring 
federal agencies, the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit 
Administration. Recently, $77,782 in additional funding became available for culvert 
work for the asset management program. MDOT has requested that we add this funding 
to the UPWP as well as a description of the work that will be conducted. Please see the 
attachment for more detailed information.    
 
If you have any questions, please call me at 776-7603. 
 
Recommendation:  Approval of amending the FY2018 UPWP to add funding for the 
culvert mapping pilot project. 
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