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MINUTES 
 

Grand Valley Metropolitan Council 
Transportation Division 

POLICY COMMITTEE 
WEDNESDAY, March 20, 2013 

Kent County Road Commission  
1500 Scribner NW         Grand Rapids, MI  

    
Varga, chair of the Policy Committee, called the meeting to order at 9:30 am. No 
introductions were necessary.  
 

I. ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS 
  

Voting Members Present 
Peter Varga, Chair      The Rapid 
Alex Arends       Alpine Township 
Dave Bulkowski      Kent County Commissioner 
Dan Carlton       Georgetown Township 
Mark DeClercq      City of Grand Rapids 
Ken Feldt       City of East Grand Rapids 
Tim Grifhorst       OCRC 
Don R. Hilton, Sr.      Gaines Township 
Rich Houtteman      City of Kentwood 
Phil Johnson   Proxy for   GRFIA 
    Brian Ryks   GRFIA 
Dennis Kent   Proxy for   MDOT-Grand Region 
    Mark Howe   City of Lowell 
Ken Krombeen, Vice Chair     City of Grandville  
Dal McBurrows      MDOT 
Jon F. Rice       KCRC 
Darrel Schmalzel      City of Walker 
Dan Strikwerda  Proxy for   City of Hudsonville 
    Don VanDoeselaar  City of Hudsonville 
Ben Swatze   Proxy for   Cascade Township 
    Steve Peterson  Cascade Township 
Phil Vincent   Proxy for   City of Rockford 
    Jamie Davies   City of Rockford 

      
 Staff and Non-Voting Guests Present 

Andrea Faber       GVMC Staff 
Abed Itani       GVMC Staff 
Erick Kind       MDOT 
Darrell Robinson      GVMC Staff 
Norm Sevensma       WMEAC-RWBC 
Jim Snell       GVMC Staff 
Mike Zonyk       GVMC Staff 
 
Voting Members Not Present 
Jerry Alkema       Allendale Township 
Jamie Davies       City of Rockford 
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Eric DeLong       City of Grand Rapids 
Mike DeVries       Grand Rapids Township 
George Haga         Ada Township 
Bryan Harrison  Caledonia Charter Township 
Dennis Hoemke      Algoma Township 
Jim Holtrop       Ottawa County 
Bob Homan       Plainfield Township 
Mark Howe       City of Lowell 
Jim Miedema       Jamestown Township 
Tim Nelson       Cannon Township 
Audrey Nevins -Weiss      Byron Township 
Dave Pasquale      Grand Rapids Township 
Richard Pastoor      City of Wyoming 
Steve Peterson      Cascade Township 
Jack Poll       City of Wyoming 
Chuck Porter       Courtland Township 
Brian Ryks       GRFIA 
Martin Super       Village of Sparta 
Thad Taylor       City of Cedar Springs 
Don VanDoeselaar      City of Hudsonville 
Toby VanEss       Tallmadge Township 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Varga entertained a motion to approve the January 16, 2013 minutes. 
 
MOTION by Rice, SUPPORT by Schmalzel, to approve of the January 16, 2013 
Policy Committee meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 

IV. FY2011-2014 TIP AMENDMENTS/MODIFICATIONS  
 
Referring to Item IV: Attachment A, Robinson stated that several jurisdictions were 
requesting to amend/modify the FY2011-2014 TIP.  
 
First, Robinson noted that the City of Grand Rapids was requesting to add an approved 
Transportation Enhancement project (pre-TAP funded) to FY2013 of the TIP. This 
project was for bicycle safety education.   
 
Second, Robinson added that ITP-the Rapid was also requesting to amend/modify the 
FY2011-2014 TIP. He clarified that the Rapid was asking to move two unobligated 
FY2012 projects to FY2013. These projects included the Amtrak Rail Relocation project 
and the Park and Ride Lot project. ITP-The Rapid was also requesting to amend the 
FY2014 TIP in preparation of the FY2014 grant application for MDOT.   
 
Lastly, Robinson stated that, as part of the programming of the FY2014-2017 TIP for 
CMAQ funds, changes to the FY2013 CMAQ list were required. The City of Grand 
Rapids’ College at Michigan Street project was delayed to a future year allowing two 
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projects to be added to FY2013. These two projects included free bus rides on Clean Air 
Action Days (ITP-The Rapid) and 12 Mile at M-37 (KCRC).  
 
Varga entertained a motion to approve all of the TIP amendment/modification requests, 
as identified. 
 
MOTION by DeClercq, SUPPORT by Hilton, to approve of all the TIP 
amendment/modification requests from the City of Grand Rapids, ITP-The Rapid, 
and Staff, as identified. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 

V. FY2014-FY2017 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) DRAFT 
PROJECT LIST APPROVAL 

 
Referring to Item V: Attachment A, Robinson stated that the Transportation 
Programming Study Group met on January 30th and February 13th to program the 
FY2014-2017 TIP. The draft project lists from these meetings were included in the 
agenda packet, along with project lists from ITP-the Rapid and MDOT. Robinson noted 
that several different funding sources are reflected in these project lists, including STP, 
EDFC, CMAQ, Rural, etc., as well as some new funding sources, such as STP-Flex and 
NHPP. Robinson noted that seven projects programmed in various funding categories 
were moved to the illustrative list in order to avoid a Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
amendment and a lengthy air quality analysis. These projects can be moved back into 
the TIP after July 20th.  
 
Robinson stated that he was asking the Committee to approve the draft lists today in 
order to move forward with the TIP development schedule. He added that the 
consultation period ended yesterday, and that the public involvement period would begin 
tomorrow and conclude on April 18. He noted that the Committee would see the project 
lists again when the complete TIP was brought to them for approval.  
 
Itani gave an analysis of the funding available in various categories for this TIP versus 
the previous TIP. The overall trend is that federal funds are going down. Itani further 
explained the consultation and public involvement process for the TIP and why an air 
quality analysis was not necessary. He noted that the final TIP document would need to 
be approved by the Metro Council Board.  
 
Zonyk informed the Committee that he had brought a large-scale map of projects for 
their convenience. Discussion ensued.  
 
Kent noted that MDOT GPAs were not included on their project list. He asked that the 
GPAs from the current TIP be added to the new list. Itani added that one change from 
the current TIP to the new TIP is the addition of GPAs of $750,000 in FY2015-2017 for 
preventative maintenance. The KCRC will be the lead agency for this. Discussion, 
comments and questions ensued.  
 
Varga entertained a motion to approve the FY2014-FY2017 draft project lists. 
 
MOTION by Bulkowski, SUPPORT by Arends, to approve of the FY2014-FY2017 
draft project lists for the TIP, as presented, with the addition of the GPAs 
identified by Kent. 
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DeClercq asked if MDOT and ITP’s project lists would be included for public comment. 
Itani responded that they would be included for public comment as well. Robinson stated 
that the TIP must include all federally funded projects and added that the format for all 
the spreadsheets would be the same at the end of the process. Discussion ensued.  
 
Varga called the motion to question. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Itani informed the Committee that he recently received a letter stating that the MPO had 
$3.7 million in carryover funding that was available for programming. (This was from the 
$53 million in unused obligation authority available statewide that had been discussed in 
the past.) He explained how this funding became available and stated that the funding 
must be spent in FY2013 and FY2014. He stated that the TPSG Committee will be 
meeting tomorrow to begin programming this funding. He added that the Committee will 
be asked to program the $3.7 million and possibly add an additional $1 million in projects 
in case additional funding becomes available.  
 
Itani encouraged the Committee members to begin selecting projects from the FY2011-
2014 illustrative list or FY2014 of the current TIP because if new projects are selected, 
they would need to go thorough consultation, public involvement, environmental justice, 
etc., which would delay them. Rice offered to put together a pavement preservation 
package for FY2013, but stated that if the committee chose to do this, they’d need to get 
started right away. DeClercq encouraged this idea, as it may be the best, quickest way 
to utilize the funding. Itani explained some project requests that had already been made 
and noted that there would be a hold on FY2014 projects in the current TIP so that the 
approval of the document would not be delayed. Robinson added that Rick DeVries from 
the City of Grand Rapids had suggested extending the lengths of some of his projects to 
utilize the funding. Another thought was to change resurfacing projects to reconstruct to 
increase the cost. Itani added that some TPSG members have asked for authority to 
approve the project selection for the $3.7 million to move the process along, but that an 
April meeting would be called, if needed. Discussion, comments and questions ensued.  
 
Varga stated that MDOT is close to finalizing negotiations with CSX on the connection to 
the rail for the Amtrak station relocation project. The rail piece of the project should be 
finished next spring.  
 
Itani added that he is in the process of developing the new UPWP for FY2013-2014. He 
asked that members with planning studies or planning needs contact him in order to 
incorporate them into the UPWP.  Discussion ensued.  
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Varga adjourned the March 20, 2013 Policy Committee meeting at 10:24 am. 


