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MINUTES 
 

Grand Valley Metropolitan Council 
Transportation Division 

POLICY COMMITTEE 
WEDNESDAY, January 16, 2013 
Kent County Road Commission  

1500 Scribner NW         Grand Rapids, MI  
    
Varga, chair of the Policy Committee, called the meeting to order at 9:31 am. Varga 
asked if there were any new members of the committee that needed to be introduced. 
Bulkowski introduced himself to the Committee, noting that he was a newly elected Kent 
County commissioner and that he would now be representing Kent County on this 
Committee. All committee members, guests, and staff present also introduced 
themselves.  
 

I. ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS 
  

Voting Members Present 
Peter Varga, Chair      The Rapid 
Alex Arends       Alpine Township 
Dave Bulkowski      Kent County Commissioner 
Dan Carlton       Georgetown Township 
Mark DeClercq      City of Grand Rapids 
Eric DeLong       City of Grand Rapids 
Tim Grifhorst       OCRC 
Don R. Hilton, Sr.      Gaines Township 
Rich Houtteman      City of Kentwood 
Mark Howe       City of Lowell 
Ken Krombeen, Vice Chair     City of Grandville  
Dal McBurrows      MDOT 
Jon Rice   Proxy for   KCRC 
    Mike DeVries   Grand Rapids Township 
Darrel Schmalzel      City of Walker 
Patrick Waterman  Proxy for   City of Hudsonville 
    Don VanDoeselaar  City of Hudsonville 

      
 Staff and Non-Voting Guests Present 

Andrea Faber       GVMC Staff 
Abed Itani       GVMC Staff 
Dennis Kent       MDOT-Grand Region 
Joshua Lunger      GR Chamber 
Darrell Robinson      GVMC Staff 
Norm Sevensma       WMEAC-RWBC 
Jim Snell       GVMC Staff 
Dan Strikwerda      City of Hudsonville 
John Weiss       GVMC Staff 
 
Voting Members Not Present 
Jerry Alkema       Allendale Township 
Jamie Davies       City of Rockford 
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Mike DeVries       Grand Rapids Township 
Ken Feldt       City of East Grand Rapids 
George Haga         Ada Township 
Bryan Harrison  Caledonia Charter Township 
Dennis Hoemke      Algoma Township 
Jim Holtrop       Ottawa County 
Bob Homan       Plainfield Township 
Jim Miedema       Jamestown Township 
Tim Nelson       Cannon Township 
Audrey Nevins -Weiss      Byron Township 
Dave Pasquale      Grand Rapids Township 
Richard Pastoor      City of Wyoming 
Steve Peterson      Cascade Township 
Jack Poll       City of Wyoming 
Chuck Porter       Courtland Township 
Brian Ryks       GRFIA 
Martin Super       Village of Sparta 
Don VanDoeselaar      City of Hudsonville 
Toby VanEss       Tallmadge Township 
(Member awaiting appointment)    City of Cedar Springs 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Varga entertained a motion to approve the November 21, 2012 minutes. 
 
MOTION by Krombeen, SUPPORT by Rice, to approve of the November 21, 2012 
Policy Committee meeting minutes.  
 
Waterman stated that Christine Burns, who was listed as absent on the attendance list, 
is no longer with the City of Cedar Springs. The change was noted.  
 
Varga returned the motion in question to the floor. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Bulkowski stated that he is still working with Disability Advocates of Kent County in 
addition to his role as a commissioner. He added that he is looking forward to the 
governor’s speech tonight on transportation funding.  
 
Referring to a handout, Rice stated that there will be a “Just Fix the Roads” asset 
management workshop for elected officials on Wednesday, February 20th at Grand 
Rapids Township Hall. Itani added that this workshop would be held instead of the 
February Policy Committee meeting and noted that all Technical and Policy Committee 
members would be invited to attend. Discussion ensued. 
 

IV. FY2011-2014 TIP AMENDMENTS/MODIFICATIONS  
 
Referring to Item IV: Attachment A and a handout from MDOT, Robinson explained 
several requests for TIP amendments/modifications to the Committee.   
 
The first request, from the City of Grand Rapids, was to add two approved 
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Transportation Enhancement projects (pre TAP funded) to FY2013 of the TIP. The 
projects are the Seward Avenue Bikeway and Streetscape along Ionia Ave, Logan St., 
and McConnell St. (Downtown Market).    
 
The second request, from MDOT, was to add a new project phase to the TIP in FY2013. 
The phase is for preliminary engineering (PE) for a future proposed project. That project 
is on I-196 over the Grand River, US 131 and local streets. Kent provided additional 
details about the project. MDOT also requested two additional changes to the FY2011-
2014 TIP. The first request was to add their I-196 under Kenowa Avenue project to the 
TIP. The second request was to add funding to the Trunkline Road CPM-GPA. Robinson 
noted that these two requests were not brought to the Technical Committee for approval, 
but that the Technical Committee chair, Wayne Harrall, approved of moving the requests 
directly to the Policy Committee. Kent provided additional details on these projects.  
 
The third request, from the KCRC, was to add an approved Bridge Program project— 
108th St. Bridge over the Thornapple River—to FY2013 of the TIP, and to move two 
other projects— Musketawa Trail to White Pine Trail Connector—Phase  2, and Knapp 
Street Bridge over the Grand River— to FY2013.  
 
Robinson also noted that the Transportation Programming Study Group (TPSG) 
Committee met on December 11, 2012, to program new NHPP and additional STP-
Urban funds in FY2013. As a result of that meeting, the following recommendations were 
made: 
 
 To move two segments of the City of Grand Rapids Leonard Street project 

(programmed as STP urban funds in FY2013) to NHPP funding with another 
segment on Leonard St. split between STP Urban and NHPP funding. 

 To move the City of Grand Rapids Lake Michigan Drive project (programmed in 
FY2014) to FY2013. 

 To add funds and lengthen a FY2013 STP Rural funded project on Cascade Road 
for the KCRC. The project funding was increased by $206,713 Federal, and the 
length was increased by approximately ¾ of a mile.  

 To add funds to a FY2013 STP Urban funded project on Highland Drive in the City of 
Hudsonville. The project funding was increased by approximately $55,000 Federal. 

 To increase the current match of 68.04% Federal/31.96% local to 80% Federal/20% 
local for FY2013 in STP Urban and NHPP funding for the FY2011-2014 TIP.   

 
Robinson also noted that, at the December 11, 2013 TPSG meeting, the KCRC was 
awarded funding for a project, but due to a calculation error that was discovered after the 
meeting, they graciously agreed to keep the project in FY2014 in order to keep the TIP 
financially constrained.   
 
Varga entertained a motion to recommend approval of all of the identified TIP 
amendments.  
 
MOTION by Carlton, SUPPORT by DeClercq, to approve of TIP amendment 
requests from the City of Grand Rapids, MDOT, and the KCRC, as identified, and 
to approve of all of the recommendations of the TPSG Committee made at the 
December 11, 2012 meeting, as identified.  
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Schmalzel asked for additional information about the City of Grand Rapids Leonard 
Street project. Robinson provided more details on the project, noting that it was in the 
TIP already, but the funding source changed from STP-Urban to NHPP. Itani added that 
the NHPP funds can only be used on principal arterials on the NHS system, and the 
Leonard St. project met all of the qualifications to receive NHPP funding. Discussion 
ensued.  
 
Varga returned the motion in question to the floor. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 

V. MDOT FIVE-YEAR PROGRAM UPDATE 
 

Kent stated that this item was presented at the Technical Committee because that 
meeting date fell within the public comment period for the Five-Year Program. The public 
comment period has since concluded, but Kent noted that there is a web link that he 
provided to the MPO which can be distributed to the Committee if they are interested in 
viewing the document. Kent added that more information on projects will be provided to 
the Committee as they develop the FY2014-2017 TIP. Itani added that MDOT has 
provided the MPO with a list of projects, and there has been some internal discussion 
about them. He noted that there is no cost associated with the list of projects, and 
therefore, we don’t know what level of investment MDOT will have in this area and if 
regional equity is going to be met over the next five years. Kent responded that he would 
provide this information on project cost during the development of the next TIP.  
 
Bulkowski noted that while the public comment period for MDOT’s Five-Year Program is 
closed, the public comment period for their public involvement plan is open until January 
31st. Kent noted that this was for the STIP, which doesn’t apply to the Policy Committee 
because it includes projects outside of the MPO area. Discussion ensued.  
 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 
*Information on MDOT’s CMAQ projects from FY2013-2017 
 
Robinson informed the Committee that MDOT’s FY2013-2017 projects were listed in 
Item VI: Attachment A. Robinson noted that the MPO’s local program has not been 
addressed at this point and that this list is for informational purposes only. MDOT is not 
asking for approval today. Kent provided additional information about the list.  
 
Itani noted that MDOT has a February 11 deadline for determining MPO CMAQ projects, 
but that there will be an extension because this deadline is not reachable for the MPO. 
Itani added that the area will receive $2.5 million under CMAQ, and that the TPSG 
Committee will be meeting on January 17th and January 30th to develop draft project lists 
for TAP, STP (flex, rural, and urban), and NHPP funding. Once the Tech and Policy 
Committees approve the draft project lists, Staff will begin consultation and public 
comment. The final document is due this summer. Discussion ensued. 
 
Sevensma commented that the projects presented by Kent appear to be only automobile 
projects and that transportation alternative projects seem to be excluded. Kent 
responded that this list only contains MDOT’s CMAQ projects and is therefore not 
representative of the entire CMAQ list. He also added that MDOT selects the projects 
that result in the best air quality benefit and that some of the bridge work will provide 
additional room for pedestrians. Discussion, comments and questions ensued. 
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Referring to the following statement on the list of CMAQ projects, “CMAQ funding is 
currently being used for the MDOT Grand Rapids ITS TOC operation and maintenance 
activities, from the statewide set-aside for this purpose, per the current FY 11-14 TIP. 
Continuation of this practice will depend on federal CMAQ regulations regarding ITS 
eligibility,” DeLong asked what the back-up plan would be for funding ITS activities if 
CMAQ isn’t usable in the future. Kent responded that a backup plan has not been fully 
addressed yet, but that there are options. DeLong stated that the ITS system that’s been 
built must be supported long-term. Itani also added that, in FY2013, CMAQ projects 
were funded with 100% federal funds. As of this year, there will be an 80/20 match for 
these projects. Discussion, comments and questions ensued.  
 
Referring to MDOT’s I-96 at Cascade Road project, Bulkowski asked for clarification on 
the policies and engineering that led MDOT to decide to add a left turn lane here. Itani 
described the process for projects to get into the TIP, noting that there are strict rules for 
CMAQ projects that must be followed. Kent explained the Cascade Road project and 
stated that someone could be brought to the TPSG Committee to explain the project in 
further detail in the future, if requested, and that he would see if there were any visuals 
that could be provided to the Committee. Itani offered to put Bulkowski in touch with the 
owner of the facility, adding that the results of this discussion can be brought to the 
Committee. Discussion ensued.  
  
Varga asked for a target date to bring the CMAQ project list back to this Committee for 
approval. Itani replied that this would be ready in March or April. Varga asked for 
clarification on where the Committee members can find information on the TIP 
development process on the web. Robinson noted that there was a direct link from the 
“Transportation” section of GVMC’s web site. Varga encouraged the Committee to visit 
GVMC’s website for more information.  
 
Varga informed the Committee that the Michigan Transportation Team met on Monday 
about the transportation package that the governor is proposing, which will likely include 
$1.6 billion for transportation improvement. Funding for roads, bridges, harbors, and 
public transit should be part of the whole package.  
 
Snell stated that the 2012 Pavement Management Report is available, and added that it 
is apparent that there is a lack of funding for road projects. He noted that the Asset 
Management Committee will be meeting on January 24th to discuss, among other items, 
concrete capital preventative maintenance and the possibility of creating a GPA for 
capital preventative maintenance. Recommendations from the Asset Management 
Committee will be brought back to the Policy Committee in March. Itani further described 
how the GPA could be used and noted that this could be a poster child of governmental 
cooperation. Discussion ensued. 
 
Varga noted that the next Policy Committee meeting would take place on Wednesday, 
March 20th, 2013.  
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Varga adjourned the January 16, 2013 Policy Committee meeting at 10:23 am. 
 
 
 


