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GVMC BOARD MEETING 
Agenda 

 
September 6, 2018 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Kent County Commission Chambers 
300 Monroe NW 

 Grand Rapids, MI 
 
 
 

1. Quorum Call 
 
 

2. Public Comment 
 
 

3. Moment of Recognition of GVMC Sr. Transportation Planner, Darrell Robinson 
 
 

4. Approval of Minutes – Attachment 
 
 

5. At Large Member Candidate – Nora Balgoyen, ITC - Attachment 
 

 
6. Budget Amendment - Attachment 

 
 

7. GVMC 2018/19 Budget – Attachment 
• Public Hearing  
• Approval of the Budget – Resolution Attachment 

 
 

8. Legislative Dinner October 25 Boulder Creek - Attachment 
 
 

9. Other 
 
 

10. Adjourn 
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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 
 

Board Meeting 
 

August 2, 2018 
 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Kent County Commission Chambers 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order 
Mike DeVries called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.   
 
Members Present: 
Rob Beahan   Cascade Township 
Thad Beard   City of Rockford 
Ken Bergwerff   Jamestown Township 
Wayman Britt   Kent County 
Mike Burns   City of Lowell 
Tom Butcher   GVSU 
Mike DeVries   Grand Rapids Township 
David Dewey   Village of Sand Lake 
Brian Donovan   City of East Grand Rapids 
Joshua Eggleston   City of Wayland 
Adam Elenbaas   Allendale Township 
George Haga   Ada Township 
Jim Holtvluer   Ottawa County 
Mark Huizenga   City of Walker 
Diane Jones   Kent County 
Steve Kepley   City of Kentwood 
Mike Krygier   Courtland Township 
Greg Madura   Alpine Township 
Karen McCarthy   At-Large 
Brenda McNabb-Stange  City of Hastings 
John Niemela   City of Belding 
Jack Poll    City of Wyoming 
Megan Sall   City of Wyoming 
Jonathan Seyferth   City of Coopersville 
Al Vanderberg   Ottawa County 
Cameron VanWyngarden  Plainfield Township 
Mike Verhulst   City of Grand Rapids 
Patrick Waterman   City of Hudsonville 
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Members Absent: 
Rick Baker   At-Large 
Rosalynn Bliss   City of Grand Rapids 
Robyn Britton   Nelson Township 
Dan Carlton   Georgetown Township 
Deb Diepenhorst   Cannon Township 
Rob DeWard   Gaines Township 
Jason Eppler   City of Ionia 
Kevin Green   Algoma Township 
Jerry Hale    Lowell Township 
Brian Harrison   Caledonia Township 
Carol Hennessey   Kent County 
Tom Hooker   Byron Township 
John Hoppough   City of Greenville 
Steve Maas   City of Grandville 
Julius Suchy   Village of Sparta 
Lynee Wells   City of Grand Rapids 
Duane Weeks   Village of Middleville 
Mike Womack   City of Cedar Springs 
Open    Tallmadge Township 
Open    At-Large Member 
Open    At-Large Member 
 
 
 
Others Present: 
John Weiss   Grand Valley Metro Council 
Gayle McCrath   Grand Valley Metro Council 
Abed Itani    Grand Valley Metro Council 
Wendy Ogilvie   Grand Valley Metro Council 
Jason Moore   Grand Valley Metro Council 
Mark Rambo   City of Kentwood 
Chris Brown   GVMC 
Peter Varga   The Rapid 
 

  
 
 

2. Minutes 
 
MOTION – To Approve the June 2018 GVMC Board Minutes.  MOVE – McNabb-
Stange.  SUPPORT – Donovan.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 

3. Public Comment 
 
Peter Varga stated that he was retiring from The Rapid and this would be his last meeting.  He 
has had a very good working relationship with everyone at GVMC and the entire MPO. 
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4. Oath of Office 
 

The Oath of Office was administered to Jonathan Seyferth of the City of Coopersville. 
 
Jonathan said he was a big supporter of regionalism and looked forward to working with 
everyone on the Council. 
 
 

5. Amendment of 2018 Unified Planning Work Program 
 
John Weiss and Abed Itani explained the Amendment to the 2018 Unified Planning Work 
Program.  The amendment is for $77,000 to allow for the Kent County Roads Commission to 
undertake a culvert mapping and categorizing project which was initiated through work done on 
the Asset Management pilot. 
 
MOTION – To Approve the Amendment to the 2018 Unified Planning Work Program.  
MOVE – Bergwerff.  SUPPORT – Donovan.  MOTION CARRIED. 
   
 

6. GVMC 2018/19 Proposed Budget 
 

John Weiss reported on the GVMC 2018/19 proposed budget.  There is no dues increase in any 
area of GVMC, Transportation, REGIS, Environmental Programs or Administration.  More 
work has been undertaken with a smaller staff. 
 
A new fund has been created in the budget to hold monies from the Asset Management Pilot.   
 
For a detailed timeline of the approval process, see the paperwork included in the agenda 
packet.  The budget will come back to the Board for final approval in September. 
 

 
7. Recap of Asset Management Pilot Luncheon at Fifth-Third Ballpark 

 
John Weiss recapped the July 17 Asset Management meeting at Fifth-Third Ballpark.  It was a 
very successful event with 95 people in attendance.  In addition to GVMC Board members and 
members of their Boards/Councils/Commissions, steak-holders and participants in the program 
from throughout West Michigan attended including representatives from Gov. Snyder’s office 
and WMSRDC. 
 
Several GVMC Board members spoke in support of the Asset Management Pilot program and 
the July 17 event.   
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8. Legislative Dinner October 25 at Boulder Creek 
  

There will be a Legislative Dinner held in the evening of October 25 at Boulder Creek.  GVMC 
Board members and members of their councils/boards/commissions are invited to attend.  Rep. 
Rob VerHeulen is spearheading the effort in the legislature to rally attendance.  

 
 

9. Other 
 

GVMC has been approached by the Frey Foundation to convene a regional discussion around 
affordable housing.  GVMC will be a neutral convener. Details have not yet been finalized. 
  
 

10. New Board Member Orientation 
 

There will be a new GVMC Board member orientation on August 13 at the GVMC offices.  
New board members and their staff are invited to attend. 

 
 

11. Michigan Infrastructure Council 
 

John Weiss was appointed by the Senate Majority Leader to the new Michigan Infrastructure 
Council. Nine people state-wide will be on the council.  Erin Kuhn from WMSRDC will also 
serve, with the remainder of representatives being from northern and eastern Michigan. 
 

 
12. Adjourn 9:20 a.m.  
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801 South Main Street • Wayland MI 49348 • (269) 792-7223 

 
 
 
July 25, 2018 

 
 
Grand Valley Metropolitan Council 
678 Front Avenue N.W., Suite 200 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49504 
 
Dear Grand Valley Metro Council Board, 
 
Please accept this letter of interest to join the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council Board as an 
At-Large Member.  As an Area Manager for Local Government and Community Affairs at ITC, 
my responsibilities include the Grand Rapids metro and surrounding areas.  As the largest, 
independent electric transmission company in the country, ITC is committed to the growth and 
vitality of this region and the State of Michigan.   
 
In my current role, I work closely with local governments, elected officials, economic 
development organizations and chambers as ITC invests in not only electric infrastructure, but 
also in community.  Prior to ITC, I was the Director of Economic Development for Allegan 
County with experience in business growth and talent development.   During this time, I was 
involved in the Governor’s Regional Prosperity Initiative through activities within Prosperity 
Region 4.  In addition, I am a current board member of the West Michigan Regional Planning 
Commission’s Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Committee where I have 
served the past nine years.  I attribute my success to the network of relationships I have built at 
the local, regional and State levels including my Business Solutions Professional (BSP) 
certification through the State of Michigan.  I feel strongly about connection to local community 
and my goal is continuing to build successful partnerships that promote idea sharing and 
resource development to keep communities engaged and moving forward.   
 
ITC is a long-time supporter of GVMC and it would be an honor to serve on its Board.  Please 
see my attached resume for detailed background information.  I look forward to hearing from 
you. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Nora Balgoyen, Area Manager 
Local Government and Community Affairs 



Nora Balgoyen 
ITC – Wayland  

801 S. Main Street, Wayland, MI  49348 

(269) 532-0541 cell / nbalgoyen@gmail.com 

 

OBJECTIVE:  Grand Valley Metropolitan Council – At-Large Board Member 

 

Qualifications 

▪ 22 years of experience in Economic and Workforce Development. 

▪ Established leader at local, regional and state level through professional and personal commitments. 

▪ Established network with surrounding government entities and economic development agencies. 

▪ Certified Business Solutions Professional since 2009. 

▪ Excellent written and verbal skills through leadership positions and appointments. 

▪ Budgetary experience and financial management of an annual $2 million+ budget. 

   

Professional Experience  

 

ITC HOLDINGS, INC., Novi, MI 

Area Manager, Local Government and Community Affairs  09/2017 to Present 

• Develops, maintains and enhances relationships with area community and local government groups 

and officials. 

• Implements corporate strategy for the west side of Michigan to support operational initiatives as they 

relate to capital projects and community relations.   

• Negotiates with local government units when local public policies/rules/ordinances impact business. 

• Conducts public open house meetings, public informational meetings and leadership summits 

required for obtaining capital project approvals; acts as company liaison at these meetings.  

• Provides technical guidance for the routing of transmission lines and the siting of substations with 

special focus on the community and social aspects; coordinates with other company departments 

early in development as routes and sites are identified.  

 

ALLEGAN AREA EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGENCY, Allegan, MI   

Director of Economic Development            2013 – 09/2017 

Director of Michigan Works for Allegan County   1997 - 2013 

Case Management Coordinator    1995 - 1997 

 

Economic Development 

▪ Coordinated a 14-member volunteer Economic Development Commission consisting of top business 

and community leaders.  Responsible for negotiating and implementing strategic plan/objectives. 

▪ Served as a central point of contact for Allegan County for business attraction and retention. 

▪ Proactively met with Allegan County businesses along with local partners to address business needs 

for retention purposes and services available. 

▪ Conducted joint retention visits with the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) 

and Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD). 

▪ Served as a business liaison to companies in need of support for growth and expansion.  Facilitated 

access to various municipal, state and local resources for businesses such as tax abatements, training 

resources and site enhancements. 

▪ Responded to Requests for Information, provided site selection information and other resources to 

prospective businesses interested in expansion and/or location in Allegan County.  Established and 

maintained relationships with banks, commercial and industrial realtors and brokers. 

▪ Supported a unified approach to economic development through close collaboration with 

governmental entities including cities, townships, chambers and DDA’s. 
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▪ Represented Allegan County with MEDC Region 4 meetings and state-level activities. 

▪ Active member of the Michigan Economic Development Association (MEDA) and member of the 

education sub-committee. 

 

Business, Education & Community Connections 

▪ Built relationships with area businesses for effective delivery of economic and workforce services 

including placement, training and retention.   

▪ Conducted presentations for group events, comfortable facilitating and leading discussions. 

▪ Founding leader of the Allegan Area STEM Partnership, designed to enhance the local talent pool 

through collective impact between employers, education and community leaders. 

▪ Coordinated the Allegan County Employer Network for area businesses to network and be 

responsive to business/training needs. 

▪ Organized the Allegan County Cities, Township and Villages (ACCTV) quarterly meeting for local 

elected officials to network and coordinate services for the betterment of Allegan County. 

▪ Organized effort to engage over 30 staff and local leaders within education, economic and workforce 

development to attend Business Solutions Professional training to promote relationships for business. 

▪ Maintained linkages with area community colleges and other higher education institutions for 

meeting business training needs and student referral into programming. 

 

Management of multiple Federal grant programs 

▪ Monitored and assured contract performance and compliance with applicable rules and regulations 

for 15+ grant operations including recruitment, assessment, testing, selection, training, job 

placement, and the State’s electronic records system. 

▪ Prepared proposals and bids to obtain/obligate government or private funding for projects designed 

to meet the needs of clients and community. 

▪ Directed 15-20+ staff for eighteen years, including professional and support staff. 

 

Financial and Record Management 

▪ Developed and monitored $2 million+ annual budget.  Forecasted, obligated, and de-obligated 

financial resources to successfully assure the attainment of allowable training outcomes.   

▪ Monitored various units such as case management records and reporting systems including client 

outcome data and fiscal data.  Maintained strict budget parameters. 

▪ Made recommendations for improvement of organization's policies, procedures, and practices.  

   

Education 

BS, Sociology, Industrial Emphasis, Michigan State University, East Lansing  

  Degree conferred, GPA: 3.4 (Overall)   3.9 (Major) Graduated with Honor 

National Development Council Economic Development Finance Professional Certification (2014) 

International Economic Development Council – CEcD in process (5 of 6 courses completed) 

Michigan Citizen Planner Michigan State University Extension (2014) 

Business Solutions Professional Certified (2009), Michigan State University  

   

Affiliations  

▪ Allegan County Economic Development Commission, Board Member 

▪ Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy Committee, County Commission appointed    

▪ Michigan Economic Developer’s Association (MEDA), Member and Education sub-committee 

▪ Michigan State University Extension – District 7 Board member and State representative for District 

▪ Allegan Area Chamber of Commerce, Member and Past President                                                                          

▪ Certified Michigan State 4-H Horse Judge and Judges Advisory Board Member 

▪ Allegan County 4-H Horse Leaders Association, Past President, current Vice President                                                               



 
Budget Amendment Resolution for Fiscal 2017-2018 

 
Whereas, the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council (GVMC) was organized as a Council of Governments in 1990; 
and 
 
Whereas, GVMC now has 38 members from West Michigan including cities, villages, townships and counties; and 
 
Whereas, the budgetary process at GVMC is highly transparent and the Fiscal 2017-2018   Budget was adopted on 
September 7, 2017; and 
 
Whereas, GVMC has added many new programs and initiatives in the past few years; and 
 
Whereas, from time to time changes in expected revenues or expenditures warrant the need to amend the budget, 
and 
 
Whereas, GVMC budgets on a functional level not a line item basis. 
 
Now Therefore Be it Resolved, that the Board of Directors of GVMC hereby amends the Budget for Fiscal 2017-
2018 
 
Be It Further Resolved that our amended functional budgets are as follows: 
 
        Original Revenue      Original Expenses    Amended Revenue    Amended Expenses 
 General Fund           $2,464,970.35     $2,291,687.00 $2,333,073.50         $2,007,587.00 
 REGIS Fund          $753,777.00     $744,419.73  $863,977.00         $792,249.73 

      REGIS Capital          $1,300.00      $0.00   $3,500.00         $0.00 
 Environmental          $1,563,253.00     1,540,552.85  $1,000,000         $975,000.00 
 Infrastructure Pilot   $0.00      $0.00   $120,000.00         $120,000.00 
 
At the Regular Board of Directors Meeting held on September 6, 2018 a motion was made by ______________ 
supported by ______________________ to adopt this Budget Amendment Resolution for Fiscal Year 2016-17. The 
vote was ___________yes to __________ no. Motion Adopted. 
 
 
 
______________________       September 6, 2018 
Michael DeVries 
Chair, Grand Valley Metropolitan Council Date 





































 

 

You and a Guest are Invited to 

The Grand Valley Metropolitan Council 
 

2018 Legislative Dinner 
October 25, 2018 

 

Boulder Creek Country Club 

5750 Brewer Avenue NE 
Belmont Michigan 49306 

 

 
 

Enjoy fellowship with State and Federal Legislators, 

 as well as with elected officials from throughout the region. 
 

Social time begins at 6:00 p.m. and includes a cash bar. 

Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
    

Space is limited.  To reserve your seat, contact  

Gayle McCrath at mccrathg@gvmc.org. 

 

 

Dinner is generously sponsored by ITC Holdings. 



 

...Features 
UIX: If you live in West Michigan, these are the people 
keeping your most valuable resource alive 
BY MATTHEW RUSSELL, UIX EDITOR | THURSDAY, AUGUST 23, 2018 

Wendy Ogilvy and the Grand Valley Metro Council 
  
There are many other organizations and individuals who further WMEAC's river preservation and stormwater 

efforts, as well, including a 1,300-member list of volunteers who take part in a yearly Grand River Cleanup project. 

A common link between all of their work is the Grand Valley Metro Council, an alliance of governmental units in 

West Michigan that facilitate planning and development for community, economic, and governmental issues. The 

Metro Council oversees the Lower Grand River Organization of Watersheds (LGROW). 
  
The GVMC, though not recognized as a 501c3 like WMEAC, is responsible for 

issuing stormwater permits throughout Kent and Ottawa County. The Metro 

Council is also contracted to make sure each of the 23 communities in the two 

counties are in compliance with those permits, the purpose of which is to reduce 

pollutants entering the river through stormwater.  
  
"Any stormwater rush off or rain just goes directly into the catch basins, directly 

into the river. It does not go to a treatment facility," says GVMC director of 

environmental programs Wendy Ogilvie. "We help the communities implement 

practices to reduce the pollutants. We are able to work with all of those 

communities to develop one public education plan one elicit discharge plan. 
  
"They're really working together because all of this stormwater obviously 

discharges to the Grand River." 
  
Ogilvie earned her undergraduate degree in forestry from the University of 

Michigan, after which she got involved in watershed planning and environmental consulting, later pursuing a 

master's in resource development. About five years ago, she made the move to the Grand Valley Metro Council, 

where she started up the environmental programs department. 
  
"I come originally from the D.C. area, on the Shenandoah and Potomac rivers," Ogilvy says. "Being on the coast, 

water was always really important to me. So, just coming to Michigan and experiencing so much water in the Great 

Lakes, and working in watershed management, I've come to know how much land activities affect water." 
  
Here in West Michigan, Ogilvie is helping local municipalities work out township or city-level clean water plans. 

She often connects them to grant programs through the GVMC. The municipalities, in turn, reach out to residents 

interested in implementing green infrastructure practices on their own properties. 
  
One such method is the LGROW Rainscaping Program: Treating Stormwater Naturally, which targets homeowners, 

landscapers, and contractors with education and assistance in installing rain barrels to collect stormwater from 

rooftop runoff; rain gardens that collect, filter and store runoff; curb cuts that divert runoff from streets to rain 

gardens; and other enhancements. 
  

https://www.gvmc.org/
https://www.gvmc.org/lgrow/


 
 

The GVMC deals primarily with municipal policy making, but LGROW, one of the council’s environmental 

programs, is connected to several grassroots organizations, including Groundswell, which recently landed an $8 

million grant to remove sediment and restore habitats along the upper and middle Grand River watersheds, 

and Grand Rapids Whitewater (GRWW).  
 

http://groundswellmi.org/
https://grandrapidswhitewater.org/
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